MA FOREST HISTORY 


N. Y. Halls of luy 
Reclaim C. D. Bonsted 


Ir 1s WITH MIXED feelings of pride and 
regret that we announce that Charles 
D. Bonsted has left the staff of the 
Forest History Foundation to become 
assistant to the president of Harpur 
College in Endicott, New York. Har- 
pur is a liberal arts college belonging 
to the State of New York system of 
higher education. 

Charlie Bonsted came to the position 
of field representative of the Founda- 
tion in December 1957, out of a rich 
background of experience as a public 
relations counsel to other non-profit 
organizations, as an associate professor 
of forest extension at the New York 
State University College of Forestry, 
and as an editorial staff member of the 
chief educational arm of the wood- 
using industries in this country, Amer- 
ican Forest Products Industries, Inc. 

We doubt if there is anyone in the 
forest-related community who knows 
more writers and editors on a first- 
name basis than Charlie Bonsted . . . 
who has a more intimate reading ac- 
quaintance with the daily and period- 
ical press of this country . . . or who 
is better read on as wide a range of 
subjects. 

The State University of New York 
has recalled to its service a man of 
many talents. We are sure that in wish- 
ing Charlie success and happiness in 
his new work, we will be joined by 
many readers of Forest History. 

Elwood R. Maunder 


Southwest Lumber History 


Tae Arizona Dany celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of the settling of 
Flagstaff with a 180-page anniversary 
edition on March 27. The paper is 
filled with historical articles, old pic- 
tures, and excerpts from early issues of 
the Sun. One 16-page section is de- 
voted to the history, development, and 
present operations of the Southwest 
Lumber Mills, Inc. 
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Maunder Interviews Southern 
Foresters, Pioneer Papermakers 


Dvurine Fesruary and March, Elwood 
R. Maunder, director of the Forest 
History Foundation, traveled through 
the South and East on an extended 
field trip. The trip was made chiefly 
to obtain a series of oral history inter- 
views with men who could relate the 
story of the origins and growth of for- 
estry in the South and of the develop- 
ment of the kraft paper industry there. 
Among those interviewed were Inman 


ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Forest 
History Foundation, Inc., will be 
held in St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
Wednesday, June 17. The meeting 
has been tentatively scheduled for 


the offices of the Foundation at 
2706 West Seventh Boulevard. So- 
cial events of the day will pay spe- 
cial tribute to Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen who is retiring as President 
of the Foundation after two years 
in office. 


H. “Cap” Eldredge at New Orleans; 
Royal S. Kellogg, Palmetto, Florida; 
Reuben B. Robertson, Sr., Elwood L. 
Demmon, and Walter Damtoft, Ashe- 
ville, North Carolina; Clarence Kor- 
stian, Durham, North Carolina; and 
Elis Olsson, West Point, Virginia. 

At Oxford, Mississippi, Maunder 
visited the University to examine some 
of the records recently acquired by the 
Lumber Archives and to discuss de- 
tails of publication of Nollie Hickman’s 
“History of Lumbering in the Longleaf 
Pine Region.” The Foundation, the 
Mississippi Forestry Association, and 
the University of Mississippi will joint- 
ly publish this work. 

After attending the annual meet- 
ings of the American Paper and Pulp 
Association and the American Pulp- 
wood Association during Paper Week 
in New York City, February 238-26, 
Maunder visited Miami University at 
Oxford, Ohio, to consult with Dr. Wil- 
liam E. Smith, dean of the Graduate 
School, regarding progress of the busi- 
ness history records center being set 
up there. 


Collingwood Papers in FHF Custody 


THE PERSONAL PaPsERs of G. Harris Col- 
lingwood have been given to the For- 
est History Foundation for temporary 
custody by Mrs. Jean Collingwood, 
widow of the late forester. 

Harris Collingwood began working 
for the U. S. Forest Service in the 
Southwest in 1911. Later he served as 
professor of forest extension in the 
New York State College of Agriculture 
at Cornell University, as extension for- 
ester for the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, as forester of the American 
Forestry Association, and as chief for- 
ester of the National Lumber Manu- 


facturers Association. More recently he 
was employed as a research specialist 
in the Reference Division of the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

The collection, which consists of cor- 
respondence, notes, diaries, and miscel- 
laneous papers spanning Collingwood’s 
near fifty-year career of service to for- 
estry, will be housed in St. Paul until 
it can be determined where it should 
ultimately be located. The Foundation 
is now seeking special financial assist- 
ance to do the job of analyzing and 
organizing that is necessary before per- 
manent placement is made. 
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Texas Foresters Collect 
Lumbering Museum Objects 


COLLECTING OF LOGGING equipment, 
sawmilling equipment, and woods tools 
for a lumbering museum is progressing 
under the leadership of the Texas For- 
estry Association. 

Mr. Arne Kemp, chairman of the 
Association’s museum committee, 
writes: “The museum will be located 
on the attractive campus of Stephen 
F. Austin State College in connection 
with the Department of Forestry and 
the Old Stone Fort. Nacogdoches is lo- 
cated in the heart of the East Texas 
pineywoods, and the department of 
forestry is the only four-year forestry 
school in the state. The East Texas 
Research Center of the Southern For- 
est Experiment Station, U.S. Forest 
Service, is also located on the campus. 
The Old Stone Fort is one of the treas- 
ured cradles of liberty in Texas... 
which attracts many tourists. Already 
we have collected a large number of 
items, and many more have been prom- 
ised.” 

The Texas Forestry Association plans 
that this museum will be representa- 
tive of lumbering in all parts of the 
country. Hence its members are very 
anxious to know about equipment that 
might be made available to them. If 
any of our readers have old logging 
or sawmilling equipment, or woods 
tools, or know where they might be 
obtained, please contact Mr. Kemp at 
the Texas Forestry Association, P.O. 
Box 1082, Lufkin, Texas. 


Reader Assistance Sought 


Frank W. Woops, assistant professor 
of silviculture at the Duke University 
School of Forestry, has written us re- 
questing assistance from Forest His- 
TORY readers. 

Dr. Royal Shanks (University 
of Tennessee) and I are engaged 
in a long term project of mono- 
graphing the American chestnut 
(Castanea dentata). We are in- 
terested in obtaining pre-chestnut 
blight data on stands with chest- 
nut, pure or mixed, and old pho- 
tos from all parts of its range. 
Any other type of information 
is also desirable. . . . Many peo- 
ple have lent assistance to date 
in this project, but we thought 
that perhaps interested individ- 
uals might be reached whom we 
do not know about. 


Professor Fritz Reviews 
Andrew's “Redwood Classics” 


Redwood Classics, by Ralph W. An- 
drews, Superior Publishing Co., 
Seattle, Washington, 1958. $10.00. 


This is a pictorial and textual treat- 
ment of the history of redwood lumber- 
ing in California, covering roughly the 
first seventy-five years of the industry. 
The pictures alone, more than 225 of 
them, make the book a valuable docu- 
ment and record of redwood lumber- 
ing. The text and captions, however, 
leave much to be desired. 

The author collected his pictures 
from several sources and selected those 
that are truly of historical value. The 
publisher did an excellent job of re- 
production, bringing clarity to many 
that were dim old-fashioned prints. 
Anyone interested in lumbering history 
will delight in poring over these old 
photographs, so many of them made 
in the days when photography was 
young. 

To one interested in the accurate and 
thorough recording of history, the book, 
aside from the splendid illustrations, is 
a keen disappointment. It gives the 
impression of having been written un- 
der the pressure of a publisher’s dead- 
line, and of being a pot-boiler rather 
than a careful work. The writer ob- 
viously spent considerable time and ef- 
fort collecting his material, but too lit- 
tle on checking his notes, data, and 
statements, and in trying to make text 
and captions correct and complete. In 
part the deficiency can be attributed 
to unfamiliarity with the subject. 

To begin with, the term “redwood” 
should have been explained, and it 
should have been made clear that the 
two redwoods are distinct as to species, 
geography, and much of the lumber- 
ing. The jacket bears an excellent pic- 
ture of Sierra redwood (Sequoia gigan- 
tea); the frontispiece is an equally 
good picture of Coast redwood (Se- 
quoia sempervirens). Throughout the 
book, pictures and text relating to the 
two are indiscriminately mixed, so 
mixed in fact, that one not fully fa- 
miliar with the subject would be hope- 
lessly confused. 

Proofreading missed many errors. 
Some titles are either transposed or 
quite incorrect; very few do justice to 
the pictures and many fail to record 
available historical facts. 


The author quotes at length from 
some pertinent and important histori- 
cal articles and reminiscences, but se- 
lected others that have no bearing on 
the subject, though in themselves very 
interesting. Documentation is either 
sketchy or completely lacking. 

Organization of the material lacks 
coherence and order. Even one inti- 
mately acquainted with redwood his- 
tory has difficulty following the au- 
thor. A map of each redwood county 
would have helped orient the reader 
and would have prevented such errors 
as placing Rohnerville three miles from 
Point Arena. 

In short—this is a superb collection 
of beautifully reproduced photographs 
of redwood lumbering, the historical 
value of which has been impaired by 
careless writing and by captions that 
are more facetious than illuminating. 
It is not the work of a historian. 

The publisher has hit upon a profit- 
able series of pictorial books on lum- 
bering of the past. Repwoop Cuassics 
is the latest in the series. If the pub- 
lisher is planning more such “his- 
tories,” he should give his author more 
time and direction to do an objective 
job of accurate reporting. 


Emanuel Fritz 
Professor of Forestry Emeritus 
University of California 


Visual Aid Bibliography 


Ne.son T. Samson, oF 
Forestry anp Fiumstries, 
LETIN 3. Nacogdoches, Texas: Stephen 
F. Austin State College, Department of 
Forestry, December, 1958. 

Dr. Samson, who is associate pro- 
fessor of forestry at Austin State Col- 
lege, has compiled a very useful bibli- 
ography of approximately 500 films, 
filmstrips, and sets of slides pertaining 
to forestry and the forest industries. 
Each entry is listed alphabetically and 
briefly described as to content, form of 
presentation, length, sound or silent, 
color or black and white, and the place 
from which it may be procured. This 
bibliography is one we heartily rec- 
ommend to any of our readers who 
make use of visual aid materials in 
their work. 
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A Problem of Dough — 
Camp Cook Finds Solution 


WE WOULD LIKE to express our thanks 
to those “senior citizens” who have 
been sending us descriptions and rem- 
iniscences out of their own experi- 
ences in the woods and mills of an ear- 
lier day. 

A frequent correspondent is Mr. 
Fred S. Rutledge of St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Mr. Rutledge worked in both 
northern Minnesota lumber camps and 
the Minneapolis sawmills around the 
turn of the century, and writes with a 
keen eye for detail. 

Describing the trip up to camp in 
the fall by wagon, he says: 

The cook’s main worry was to 
keep his sour dough from freez- 
ing. This was prevented by tak- 
ing a flour barrel, boring holes 
through it near the top, usually 
about four one-inch holes, and 
one or two more near the bottom 
for air to get in so that a lighted 
lantern, set in the bottom of the 
barrel would get enough air and 
wouldn’t go out. The heat gener- 
ated by the lantern would rise up 
around a large dishpan with the 
sour dough in it set in the top 
of the barrel and would keep it 
warm. From this dongh just 


Lectures Relate NE History 


Tue Coroner. B. 
Memorial Lectures at the University 
of Washington College of Forestry 
were delivered February 26-28 by Mr. 
Clarence S. Herr. Mr. Herr, who is 
vice-president of the Brown Company, 
Berlin, New Hampshire, spoke on the 
history of industrial forestry in the 
northeastern United States. 

This annual lecture series was estab- 
lished at the University of Washington 
by the Industrial Forestry Association 
as a memorial to the late Colonel Gree- 
ley because of his outstanding contri- 
butions to industrial forestry. 

The first Greeley lectures, given by 
Mr. Axel Brandstrom in 1957, featured 
industrial forestry in the Pacific North- 
west. Last year Mr. Frank Heyward 
told the story for the South. Each series 
of lectures has been published in bul- 
letin form and is available upon re- 
quest from the College of Forestry, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, 
Washington. 


about everything that could be 
baked was made, using the sour 
dough as a leavening agent, and 
adding other ingredients as 
needed. Bread, doughnuts, cook- 
ies, pancakes, and many other 
things owed their making to this 
sour dough. 


Another who recently has contrib- 
uted material of this kind is Dr. Robert 
B. Miller, who in 1907 was the first 
professor in the Department of For- 
estry at the University of New Bruns- 
wick. In 1919, he became forester with 
the Illinois Natural History Survey, 
and in 1986 joined Professor U. J. 
Noblet in establishing the Department 
of Forestry, Michigan College of Min- 
ing and Technology at Houghton. 

Dr. Miller, who lives at 14 Amelia 
Street, Sidney, Nova Scotia, is inter- 
ested in obtaining information pertain- 
ing to the history of forestry in Dlinois, 
and on the founding and development 
of Michigan Tech’s forestry school. 


Columbia Gets Interviews 


Tae Founpation’s history inter- 
views with Charles S. Cowan, George 
W. Dulaney, Jr., Royal S. Kellogg, 
Donald MacKenzie, Maggie Orr 
O’Neill, P. J. Rutledge, and James 
Stevens are now available in the Spe- 
cial Collections at Columbia Univer- 
sity Library. 

At the request of Dr. Louis M. 
Starr, director of the Oral History Re- 
search Office, photocopies were made 
of the interviews listed above, and sent 
to Columbia. Other interviews will be 
deposited there from time to time. 

Columbia University pioneered in 
developing the technique of oral his- 
tory interviewing. Led by Professor 
Allan Nevins, who conducted the first 
interview, the Oral History Project 
was inaugurated in 1948. Its successor, 
the Oral History Research Office, is 
the acknowledged leader in the field. 
The Foundation is extremely pleased 
to be asked to place its interviews in 
this collection. 
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Wisconsin’s Tatu Trouser Tres was 
featured in a three-page spread in the 
roto section of the St. Paul Sunday 
Pronger Press, April 19. 


| Oral History Interviews | 


Recently completed interviews in- 
clude: 
Couurer, Cuinton H. (Hux). Tallahassee, 
ane 1958. 21 p. Interviewer: E. R. Maun- 
er 


U. S. Forest Service: field assistant; Flori- 
da State Forest Service: from field assist- 
ant to state forester. 

State forestry in Florida; controlled burn- 
ing; forest protection and fire fighting; for- 
est products industries; reforestation; Austin 
Cary; Charles H. Herty. (1924-1958). 
Sent to: Fla. St. U. Lib.; U. of Fla. Lib.; 
U. of Mich. Lib.; Am. Paper & Pulp Assoc.; 
Nat. Lmbr. Mfgs. Assoc.; Soc. Am. For.; 
USFS. Lib., Lib. of Cong. 

Grirrin, Oswegatchie, 
yt 1958. 26 p. Interviewer: C. D. Bon- 


Farmer; Maple Producers’ Cooperative As- 
soc., Inc.: president. 

Describes his father’s experiences as a pio- 
neer settler in upper New York; Griffin’s 
own experiences as a farmer with timber 
acreage, and as a small sawmill operator; 
Maple Producers’ Cooperative Association, 
Inc.; tanbark. (1885-1958). 

Sent to: Coll. of Reg. Hist., Cornell U.; 
N.Y. St. Lib. (Albany); N.Y. St. Col. of 
For. Lib. (Syracuse); N.Y. St. Hist. Assoc. 
Lib. (Cooperstown); N.Y. Hist. Soc. 
(N.Y.C.); St. Lawrence U. Lib.; Lib. of 
Cong. 

Recxnacen, A. B. Tucson, Arizona, 1958. 
46 p., ind. Interviewer: E. R. Maunder. 
US. Forest Service: forester; Cornell Uni- 
versity: professor of forestry; Empire State 
Forest Products Association: secretary; St. 
Regis Paper Company: technical director 
of forestry. 

Early days of U.S. Forest Service work in 
national forests; growth and development 
of forestry and forestry education; indus- 
trial forestry; NRA and the Conservation 
Code; Finch Pruyn and Company; St. 
Regis Paper Company; contributions of 
outstanding foresters: Fernow, Pinchot, 
pee Cary, Greeley, McArdle. (1888, 1906- 
1958) . 

Sent to: Ariz. St. Col. Lib.; Coll. of Reg. 
Hist., Cornell U.; Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Lib.; Memorabilia Coll., Yale U. Lib.; Lib. 
of Cong. 


Redwood History Featured 


For BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES of many of the 
men important in the redwood indus- 
try, and for brief histories and descrip- 
tions of the leading mills of the region, 
Crow’s Lumser Dicest of February 
12, 1959, will prove a handy reference. 
Among the companies whose histories 
are sketched are Simpson Redwood 
Company, Union Lumber Company, 
Arcata Redwood Company, The Pa- 
cific Lumber Company, Pacific Coast 
Company, Hammond-California Red- 
wood Company, Willits Redwood Prod- 
ucts Company, and Hollow Tree Lum- 
ber Company. 
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Gifts Add to Foundation Library 


DorING THE PAST WINTER the Founda- 
tion’s reference library has been 
strengthened by numerous additions 
not only of books, periodicals, and gov- 
ernment bulletins, but also of the more 
difficult to obtain ephemera — pam- 
phlets, booklets, and catalogs of log- 
ging and sawmill machinery and equip- 
ment. Among the latter are a catalog 
and several broadsides advertising log- 
ging engines of the Washington Iron 


J. D. Lacey Papers Studied 


At THE rNviTaTION of Mr. John Mc- 
Curdy of Winnetka, Illinois, an exten- 
sive collection of old records of the 
James D. Lacey Company were exam- 
ined recently by the FHF Director. 
The Lacey company, which has been 
outstanding in the field of timberland 
acquisition and management, operated 
in most of the forested regions of this 
continent as well as abroad. Its records 
document an important area of forest 
history and it is hoped they soon will 
become one of the permanently pre- 
served manuscript collections that will 
contribute to the accurate and au- 
thoritative telling of the story of 
American forests. 
4 

Dr. Ratpx A. Brown, acting dean of 
the State Teachers College at Cort- 
land, New York, writes that he has 
nearly completed a history of the lum- 
ber industry in New York State during 
the first forty years of the Republic. 


Published Quarterly by 


Works, Seattle, donated by Mr. Fran- 
cis Frink; and catalogs of Atkins, 
Disston, and Simonds saws, and of 
American Sawmill Machinery Com- 
pany, and Yates-American Machine 
Company donated by Professor Eman- 
uel Fritz. 

From the library of G. Harris Col- 
lingwood, his widow, Mrs. Jean Colling- 
wood gave a large number of books 
and government bulletins relating 
chiefly to forestry and conservation. 
Other gifts came from E. L. Demmon, 
Clarence Korstian, William Heritage, 
Bruce Harding, Harold Olson, the 
Simpson Timber Company, the Ameri- 
can Walnut Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, and the National Lumber Manu- 
facturers Association. Helmuth Bay 
sent the Foundation two Paul Bunyan 
stories, and the Mead Corporation con- 
tributed twenty Paul Bunyan pictures 
used in an advertising series. 

Many duplicate volumes from the 
Oregon State College School of For- 
estry Library and from the Minnesota 
Historical Society have been sent to 
the Foundation to fill gaps in its col- 
lection. 

We are very pleased to receive from 
our friends printed materials which 
will improve both the quantity and 
quality of our research library. And 
we, in turn, will continue to send du- 
plicates from our library out to other 
institutions to enlarge their collections 
of books, and complete their files of 
periodicals and government bulletins. 


Forest History Foundation, Inc. 
2706 West Seventh Bivd., St. Paul 16, Minn. 
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Company Records Saved 


Rosert S. Maxwett, director of the 
Bureau of East Texas Research, at 
Stephen F. Austin State College, Na- 
cogdoches, reports that the Bureau has 
acquired the papers of the Foster 
Lumber Company, Fostoria. He writes, 
“They consist of about a station wagon 
full of record books, ledgers, some maps 
and charts, and almost a complete his- 
tory of their payrolls. Unfortunately 
there was no correspondence except for 
one file box and a number of letter 
press books. The collection runs from 
about 1906 to about 1956.” 

The Washington State Historical So- 
ciety announced the acquisition of the 
papers of Ralph Chaplin, “poet-laure- 
ate of the I.W.W.” According to the 
Society’s News Norss, the papers cov- 
er much of the early labor history of 
the Pacific Northwest. 


HAVE YOU READ? 


William R. Brown, Our Forest Her- 
race. Concord, N. H.; New Hampshire 
Historical Society, 1958. 

Vernon H. Carstensen, Farms or 
or a State Lanpb 
Pouicy For NorTHERN WISCONSIN. 
1850-1932. Madison, Wis.; University 
of Wisconsin, College of Agriculture, 
July 1958. 

Joseph A. DeLaittre, as told to Cal- 
vin L. DeLaittre. A Story or Earty 
LuMBERING In Minnesota. Minneapo- 
lis, Minn.: DeLaittre-Dixon Company, 
1959. 


